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Education

Doctor of Philosophy
Psychology, York University

Thesis: An Evolutionary Examination of Female Intrasexual Competition 

Awarded: October 2004, Supervisor: Dr. Suzanne MacDonald

Master of Science
Psychology, McMaster University

Thesis: An Investigation of Menstrual Cycle Effects on the Perception of Facial 
Attractiveness

Awarded: October 1999, Supervisor: Dr. Denys deCatanzaro

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
Psychology, York University

Thesis: Individual Rotation in Relation to Observable Terrain: A Study of Sex Differences 
and Hormonal Factors Within an Evolutionary Context

Awarded: April 1997 (summa cum laude), Supervisor: Dr. Irwin Silverman

Academic Experience

FULL PROFESSOR
Department of Psychology, Saint Mary’s University, September 2014 to present

AFFILIATE FACULTY
Kinsey Institute, Bloomington, Indiana, July 2014 to present

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR



Department of Psychology, Saint Mary’s University, July 2009 to August 2014

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
Department of Psychology, Saint Mary’s University, July 2004 to June 2009

TEACHING DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT
Centre for the Support of Teaching, York University, 2002 to 2004

Awards

2024 Discovery Center (Halifax), Discovery Award Finalist in Science Champion Category

2023 Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee Medal for Education

2023 Discovery Center (Halifax), Discovery Award Finalist in Science Champion Category

2022 Santamarian Research Chair, Science, Saint Mary’s University

2019 Fellow of The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society

2017 Canada 150 Community Leadership and Citizenship Award

2016 Assoc. of Atlantic Universities Distinguished Teacher Award

2016 Destination Halifax Ambassador Award

2014 Father Stewart Medal for Excellence in Teaching, Saint Mary’s University

2014 Canada Progress Club, Women of Excellence Award (Research and Education)

2011 Overall Excellence in Education, Saint Mary’s University (Student Nominated)

2008 Best Paper Award, IARIA Conference of Advances in Computer-Human Interaction

2008 Teaching Excellence Award, Faculty of Science (Student Nominated)

Professional Experience

Consultant
Stornoway Productions, documentary on envy and gossip, Toronto, 2011-12

Harlequin Enterprises (romance novel publisher), 2010

Tristan Films, Toronto, documentary on female competition, 2006-07

Elevator Films/Discovery Channel, documentary on mating, Toronto, 2004

Columnist
Psychology Today, Love’s Evolver (Blog), 2010-15; 2024-present

Media and Public Engagement
Media commentary for outlets including BBC, CNN, Discovery Channel, and CBC

Guest lecturer, Insight Speaker Series, Cunard cruise line (2025-ongoing)

Professional Designation
Commissioner of Oaths for Supreme Court of Nova Scotia (2025-ongoing)

Service Appointments

Board Positions
Trustee, International Society for Human Ethology, 2026–present



Secretary, International Society for Human Ethology, 2008-2024

Vice President, NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 2016-2022

Member at Large, Human Behavior and Evolution Society, 2015-2021

Member at Large, NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 2010-2016 

Membership Officer, NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 2006-09

Current Editorial Boards
Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences, 2014-present

Journal of the Evolutionary Studies Consortium, 2010-present

Evolutionary Psychology (Journal), 2006-present 

Human Ethology, 2006-present

Politics and the Life Sciences, 2017–present

Ad-hoc Journal Reviewer (Selected sample)
Aggressive Behavior, Archives of Sexual Behavior, Behavior Research Methods, Biology 
Letters, Current Biology, Evolutionary Psychology, Empirical Studies of the Arts, Evolution 
and Human Behavior, Gender and Society, Human Ethology Bulletin, Human Nature, 
Journal of Evolutionary Psychology, Journal of Social Psychology, Journal of Social and 
Personal Relationships, Journal of Nonverbal Behavior, Personality and Individual 
Differences, Perception, Personal Relationships, Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society, Perspectives on Psychological Science, PLOS ONE, Psychological Review, 
Psychological Science, Review of General Psychology, International Journal of Psychology, 
Politics and the Life Sciences, Sex Roles,

Publications and Scholarly Contributions

Books
Fisher, M. L. & DeBacker, C. (contract signed). Food and Social Relationships: The Basics. 

Routledge.

Fisher, M. L. & Wade, T. J. (2026). Evolutionary Psychology: A Very Short Introduction. 
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

Fisher, M. L. & Costello, V. (2010). The Complete Idiot’s Guide to the Chemistry of Love. 
New York: Penguin. 

Edited Books
Fisher, M. L. (upcoming; Ed. in Chief, 2 vols.). The APA Handbook of Evolutionary 

Psychology. Washington, DC: APA. 

De Backer, C., Fisher, M. L., Dare, J., & Costello, L. (Eds., 2019), To Eat or Not to Eat 
Meat: How Vegetarian Dietary Choices Influence Our Social Lives. Lanham, MD: 
Rowman & Littlefield.

Fisher, M. L. (Ed., 2017). The Oxford Handbook of Women and Competition. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 

Fisher, M. L., Garcia, J., & Sokol Chang, R. (Eds., 2013). Evolution’s Empress: Darwinian 
Perspectives on the Nature of Women. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Book Chapters

In Preparation



Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., & Fernández, A. M. (in review). Teaching foundational concepts 
in evolutionary psychology. In T. Aung (Ed.), Teaching Evolutionary Psychology. 
Elgar Guides to Teaching. (Scheduled for 2029)

In press

Arnocky, S., Reynolds, T., Davis, A., Brown, M., & Fisher, M. L. (in press). Intersexual 
competition. In M. L. Fisher (Ed. in Chief), The American Psychological Association 
Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology. Washington, DC: APA Press.

Dickins, T. E., & Fisher, M. L. (in press). Foundations of evolutionary behavioral science. In 
M. L. Fisher (Ed. in Chief), The American Psychological Association Handbook of 
Evolutionary Psychology. Washington, DC: APA Press.

Fisher, M. L. (in press). Narratives of desire: Evolutionary psychological perspectives on 
romance fiction. In G. Geher, A. Gallup, & S. Karthikeyan (Eds.), Oxford Handbook 
of Evolutionary Psychology.

Fisher, M. L. (in press). Introduction. In M. L. Fisher (Ed. in Chief), The American 
Psychological Association Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology. Washington, DC: 
APA Press.

Fisher, M. L., Adair, L. E., Byrd-Craven, J., Dickins, T. E., Kennair, L. E. O., & Wertz, A. (in 
press). Conclusion and future directions in evolutionary psychology. In M. L. Fisher 
(Ed. in Chief), The American Psychological Association Handbook of Evolutionary 
Psychology. Washington, DC: APA Press.

Hallam, L., & Fisher, M. L. (in press). Evolutionary perspectives of online mating 
behaviours. In C. Fullwood, D. Branley-Bell, P. Carter, L. J. Orchard, & M. Limniou 
(Eds.), The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Cyberpsychology.

Reynolds, T., Arnocky, S., & Fisher, M. L. (in press). Intrasexual mating competition. In M. 
L. Fisher (Ed. in Chief), The American Psychological Association Handbook of 
Evolutionary Psychology. Washington, DC: APA Press.

Wade, T. J., Kenny, K., & Fisher, M. L. (in press). Winks, words, and wallets: Decoding 
human mate signaling. In G. Geher, A. Gallup, & S. Karthikeyan (Eds.), Oxford 
Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology.

2024
Fisher, M. L. (2024). Emotion and women’s intrasexual mating competition. In L. Al-

Shawaf, & T. K. Shackelford (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of evolution and the 
emotions (pp. 968-982). New York: Oxford. 

2023
Fisher, M. L. & Krems, J. (2023). Women’s intrasexual competition. In D. M. Buss (Ed.), 

The Oxford handbook of human mating (pp. 378-403). New York: Oxford. 

2022
Burch, R. L., Fisher, M. L., Moran, J., Salmon, C., Wade, T. J., & Widman, D. (2022). Shifts 

in partner attractiveness: Evolutionary and social factors. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), 
The Cambridge handbook of evolutionary perspectives on sexual psychology (pp. 
363-390). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge. 

Fisher, M. L. (2022). Female intrasexual competition. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), The 
Cambridge handbook of evolutionary perspectives on sexual psychology (pp. 91-
117). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge.



Fisher, M. L., Burch, R., Sokol-Chang, R., Wade, T. J., & Widman, D. (2022). Sexuality and 
gender in prehistory. In T. Henley & M. Rossano (Eds.), Psychology and cognitive 
archaeology: An interdisciplinary approach to the study of the human mind (pp. 83-
96). New York: Routledge.

Wade, T. J., & Fisher, M. L. (2022). Mate poaching by men. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), The 
Cambridge handbook of evolutionary perspectives on sexual psychology (pp. 165-
194). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge.

Wade, T. J., Burch, R., & Fisher, M. L. (2022). Renewed love between partners after 
infidelity. In T. DeLecce & T. K. Shackelford (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of 
infidelity (pp. 471-492). New York: Oxford.

Wade, T. J., Moran, J., & Fisher, M. L. (2022). Relationship dissatisfaction and partner 
access deficits. In J. Mogilski & T. Shackelford (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of 
evolutionary psychology and romantic relationships (pp. 565-585). New York: 
Oxford. 

2021
Fisher, M. L., & Burch, R. (2021). Gender studies and evolutionary psychology. In T. K. 

Shackelford (Ed.), The SAGE handbook of evolutionary psychology: Foundations of 
evolutionary psychology (pp. 350-376). London: Sage. 

2020
Fisher, M. L., Garcia, J., & Burch, R. (2020). Evolutionary psychology: Thoughts on 

integrating feminist perspectives. In L. Workman, W. Reader, & J. Barkow (Eds.), 
Cambridge handbook of evolutionary perspectives on human behavior (pp. 378-392). 
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge.

Salmon, C., Fisher, M. L., & Burch, R. (2020). The Internet is for porn: Evolutionary 
perspectives on online pornography. In L. Workman, W. Reader, & J. Barkow (Eds.), 
Cambridge handbook of evolutionary perspectives on human behavior (pp. 548-557). 
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge.

2019
De Backer, C., & Fisher, M. L. (2019). Introduction. In C. De Backer, M. L. Fisher, J. Dare, 

& L. Costello (Eds.), To Eat or Not to Eat Meat: How Vegetarian Dietary Choices 
Influence Our Social Lives (pp. 1-38). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

De Backer, C., & Fisher, M. L. (2019). Conclusion. In C. De Backer, M. L. Fisher, J. Dare, & 
L. Costello (Eds.), To Eat or Not to Eat Meat: How Vegetarian Dietary Choices 
Influence Our Social Lives (pp. 185-202). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

De Backer, C., Van den Bulck, H., Fisher, M. L., & Ouvrein, G. (2019). How celebrities 
emerge and evolve by means of mass mediated gossip. In F. Giardini (Ed.), Oxford 
handbook of gossip and reputation (pp. 325-342). New York: Oxford.

Fisher, M. L., & Fisher, J. C. (2019). The Canadian context on vegetarian and vegan diets. 
In C. De Backer, M. L. Fisher, J. Dare, & L. Costello (Eds.), To Eat or Not to Eat 
Meat: How Vegetarian Dietary Choices Influence Our Social Lives (pp. 83-90). 
Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

Fisher, M. L. (2019). Was wir über die intrasexuelle Paarungskonkurrenz von Frauen 
wissen (trans: What we know about women’s intrasexual mating competition). In C. 
Schwender, S. Schwarz, B. P. Lange & A. Huckau (Eds.), Geschlecht und Verhalten 
aus evolutionärer Perspektive (trans: Evolutionary perspectives of sex and gender; 
pp. 79-98). Berlin: Pabst Science Publishers.



2017
De Backer, C., Hudders, L., & Fisher, M. L. (2017). Food as a means for female power 

struggles. In M. Fisher (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Women and Competition (pp. 
739-756). New York: Oxford.

Fisher, M. L. & Fernández, A. M. (2017). The influence of women’s mate value on 
intrasexual competition. In M. Fisher (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Women and 
Competition (pp. 281-299). New York: Oxford.

Sokol-Chang, R., Burch, R. L., & Fisher, M. L. (2017). Cooperative versus competitive 
mothers. In M. Fisher (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Women and Competition (pp. 
505-528). New York: Oxford.

2013
Fisher, M. L. (2013). Women’s intrasexual competition. In M. Fisher, J. Garcia, & R. Chang 

(Eds.), Evolution’s Empress: Darwinian Perspectives on the Nature of Women (pp. 
19-42). New York: Oxford. 

Fisher, M. L., Sokol Chang, R., & Garcia, J. (2013). Introduction. In M. Fisher, J. Garcia, & 
R. Chang (Eds.), Evolution’s Empress: Darwinian Perspectives on the Nature of 
Women (pp. 1-16). New York: Oxford.

Frederick, D., Reynolds, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2013). The importance of female choice: 
Evolutionary perspectives on constraints, expressions, and variations in female 
mating strategies. In M. Fisher, J. Garcia, & R. Chang (Eds.), Evolution’s Empress: 
Darwinian Perspectives on the Nature of Women (pp. 304-329). New York: Oxford.

Meredith, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2013). No sex, please. We’re Fraggles! In J. Garlen & A. 
Graham (Eds.), The wider worlds of Jim Henson (pp. 41-61). Jefferson, NC: 
MacFarland Publishing.

2012
White, M., & Fisher, M. L. (2012). Deconstructing the women of Big Bang Theory: So much 

more than girlfriends. In D. Kowalski (Ed.), Big Bang Theory and philosophy (pp. 
244-256). New York: Wiley.

2009
Fisher, M. L. & Cox, A. (2009). The uniquely strong but feminine Miss Piggy. In J. Garlen & 

A. Graham (Eds.), Kermit culture: Perspectives on Jim Henson’s muppets (pp.181-
201). Jefferson, NC: McFarland Publishing. 

2008
Cox, A. & Fisher, M. L. (2008). How do programmers think? In S. Pinder (Ed.), Advances in 

human computer interaction (pp. 71-84). In Tech Education and Publishing, Vienna, 
Austria.

2005
Kruger, D., Fisher, M. L., & Jobling, I. (2005). Proper and dark heroes as dads and cads. In 

J. Gottschall & D. Sloan-Wilson (Eds.), Literature and the human animal (pp. 225-
243). Chicago: Northwestern University Press. 

2001
Silverman, I. & Fisher, M. L. (2001). Is psychology undergoing a paradigm shift? Past, 

present and future roles of evolutionary psychology. In S. Peterson & A. Somit 



(Eds.), Evolutionary approaches in the behavioral sciences: Towards a better 
understanding of human nature (pp. 203-216). New York: Elsevier.

Encyclopedia entries

2025
Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., & Moran, J. (2025). Big Five personality traits: Mate poaching. In 

T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior (pp. 1–4). 
Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland.

2024
Kenny, K., & Fisher, M. L. (2024). Parental investment: Female sexual orientation. In T. K. 

Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_1715-1

Kenny, K., & Fisher, M. L. (2024). Jealousy: LGBTQ+ patterns. In T. K. Shackelford (Eds.), 
The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_1279-1

Wade, T.J., Fisher, M. L., & Moran, J. (2024). Mate poaching. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), 
The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_178-1

Wade, T. J., & Fisher, M. L. (2024). Attractiveness: Evolutionary influence. In T. K. 
Shackelford (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior (pp. 1–18). 
Cham: Springer International Publishing.

2023
Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2023). Competitor derogation. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), The 

Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_209-1

Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2023). Physical appearance: Intrasexual competition. In T. K. 
Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_214-1

Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2023). Mate manipulation: Intrasexual competition. In T. K. 
Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_213-1

Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., & Kenny, K. (2023). Self-promotion: Intrasexual competition. In 
T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. 
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_215-1

Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., & Moran, J. (2023). Mate poaching, rates of. In T. K. Shackelford 
(Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_1453-1

Fisher, M. L., Wade, T.J., & Moran, J. (2023). Relationships: Mate poaching. In T. K. 
Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_216-1

Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T.J. (2023). Intrasexual Competition Scale (ICS). In T. K. 
Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_212-1

Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2023). Indirect aggression: Intrasexual competition. In T. K. 
Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_211-1



Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2023). Competitor manipulation: Intrasexual competition. In T. 
K. Shackelford (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. 
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_210-1

Wade, T. J., & Fisher, M. L. (2023). Relationship access deficits. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), 
The Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_2457-1

Wade, T. J., Fisher, M. L., & Kenny, K. (2023). Flirting. In T. K. Shackelford (Ed.), The 
Encyclopedia of Sexual Psychology and Behavior. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08956-5_177-1

2020
Fisher, M. L. (2020). Sarah Blaffer Hrdy. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. Weekes-Shackelford 

(Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_3180-1

Fisher, M. L., & Tiller, A. (2020). Cues to infidelity. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. Weekes-
Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_1729-1

Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2020). Mate poaching. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. Weekes-
Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_1744-1

2019
Fisher, M. L., & Burch, R. (2019). Evolutionary biology and feminism. In T. K. Shackelford, 

& V. Weekes-Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological 
Science. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_3189-1 

Fisher, M. L., & Burch, R. (2019). Female-female competition. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. 
Weekes-Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. 
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_1408-1

2018
Fisher, M. L. (2018). Maryanne Fisher. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. Weekes-Shackelford 

(Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_3190-1

Fisher, M. L. (2018). Women and Competition, The Oxford Handbook of. In T. K. 
Shackelford, & V. Weekes-Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary 
Psychological Science. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_3192-1

Fisher, M. L. (2018). Evolution’s Empress: Darwinian Perspectives on the Nature of 
Women. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. Weekes-Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 
Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
16999-6_3191-1

2016
Fisher, M. L. (2016). Female-female strategies. In T. K. Shackelford, & V. Weekes-

Shackelford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_81-1

Edited Journal Volumes

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_1408-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_3189-1


Guest editor, Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences (January 2020 issue). Beyond the ingénue: 
Current evolutionary perspectives of women. 

Guest editor, along with Ian Stephen, Human Ethology Bulletin (December 2018 issue). 
Special issue highlighting student research in human ethology.

Guest editor, along with Rosemarie Sokol Chang, Journal of Social, Evolutionary and 
Cultural Psychology (December 2013 issue). The intersection of feminism and 
evolutionary psychology.

Guest editor, along with Catherine Salmon, Review of General Psychology (June 2012 
issue). Human nature and pop culture. 

Refereed Journal Contributions

In Preparation

Fisher, M. L., Figueroa, O., Zinck, M., Adair, L., MacEacheron, M., & Kenny, K. (in 
preparation). Distinguishing short and long-term mate value: A psychometric, survey-
based study.

Under Review
Fisher, M. L. (resubmitted). Validating the Mating Competition Scale:  Associations with 

mate value and life history strategy. Acta Psychologica.

Fisher, M. L. (in review). Warm and wary: Women’s same-sex relationships and rivalries in 
1970s communes. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships.

Fisher, M. L. & Conrod, W. (under review). Audience, reputation, and the valuable 
relationships hypothesis: 

reconciliation in the Takanakuy fighting festival. Human Nature.

Fisher, M. L., Komatsu, H., Kennair, L. E. O., Zinck, M., Tanaka, N., & Takikawa, R. (under 
review). Supercharging nudging effects: The role of mating cues in environmental 
messaging. Communication Sustainability.  

Fisher, M. L., Rankin, L., Burch, R. L., & Sokol, R. (revise and resubmit). The maternal 
instinct: A myth perpetuated by man, not science. Human Ethology Bulletin.

Fernández, A. M. & Fisher, M. L. (in review). The Digital Cue Ecology Framework: How 
technologies attenuate, 

amplify, and destabilize social information. Perspectives on Psychological Science.

Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., Kubota, H., Kimura, O., Koike, R., Ueno, T., Takaguchi, H., 
Murakami, K., & Fisher, M. L. (in review). Low-cost information provision with 
spillover: Promoting energy conservation across home and workplace settings via 
familial nudging. Energy and Buildings.

Meredith, T. M., Fisher, M. L., & Audfroid, H. (revise and resubmit). Vampires vs. cowboys: 
A comparison between romance bestsellers and Harlequin romance novels. 
Scientific Study of Literature.

Wade, T. J., Fisher, M. L., & Davis, H. (resubmitted). Sweet dreams are made of this: 
Women’s views of ‘sugar daddies’ and preferred characteristics. Archives of Sexual 
Behavior.

Preprints



Dubourg, E., Thouzeau, V., Beuchot, T., Bonard, C., Boyer, P., Chevallier, C., Clasen, M., … 
Fisher, M. L., … Baumard, N. (2026). Carving stories at their natural joints 
[Preprint]. OSF Preprints. https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/me6bz_v3

Fisher, M. L. (2026). Development and validation of the Mating Competition Scale: A four-
factor measure of intrasexual competition [Preprint]. PsyArXiv. 
https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/4gz98_v1

2026

Fisher, M. L. (2026). The battle of the brides: Co-wife competition and aggression across 19 
cultures. Evolution and Human Behavior, 47(6), 106957. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.evolhumbehav.2026.106957

Fisher, M. L., Figueroa, O., Valenzuela, N., Thorne, F., Polo, P., Muñoz-Reyes, J. A., 
Aldunate, N., & Ramirez, S. (2026). Kill them with kindness: Preliminary evidence 
for women’s competitive altruism. Frontiers in Psychology, 17, 1924479. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2026.1924479

Fisher, M. L., Komatsu, H., Kubota, H., Tanaka, N., Griffin, M., & Geher, G. (2026). Green 
and generous: Virtue signalling environmentalism and community-mindedness from 
an evolutionary perspective. Evolutionary Psychology, 24(1), 14747049261423756. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/14747049261423756

Fisher, M. L., Larsen, M., & Kennair, L. E. O. (2026). But what of women? A look at some of 
the implications of men’s unequal outcomes. Politics and the Life Sciences. Advance 
online publication. https://doi.org/10.1017/pls.2026.10030 (invited, commissioned 
paper)

Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., Kubota, H., Burch, R., Salmon, C., & 
Widman, D. (2026). Attachment bonds and baby booms: A cross-cultural study of 
reproductive success. International Journal of Psychology, 61(3), e70214. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ijop.70214

Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., Kubota, H., Burch, R., Salmon, C., & 
Widman, D. (2026). How many? The Big Five and the number of children across 
three cultures. Culture and Evolution. Advance online publication. 
https://doi.org/10.1556/2055.2026.00073

French, J. E., Barron, E., Altgelt, E. E., Fisher, M. L., & Meltzer, A. L. (2026). Hormonal 
contraceptives and women’s mate-value-related traits and outcomes. Human 
Nature. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12110-026-09529-w

Larsen, M., Fisher, M. L., Komatsu, H., & Kennair, L. E. O. (2026). Bridging a 
reproductively oriented evolutionary psychology and interdisciplinary perspectives 
to the emerging reproductive crisis. Evolutionary Psychological Science. Advance 
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Fisher, M. L. (2004). [Review of the book, “On fertile ground: A natural history of human 
reproduction.”] Human Nature Review, 4, 114-118. 

Fisher, M. L. (2003). [Review of the book, “Women’s bodies: Discipline and transgression.”] 
Sexualities, Evolution and Gender, 5, 107-113.

Fisher, M. L. (2002). When should we close the classroom door on current events? Core, 
12, 3-4.
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Fisher, M. L. (2002). [Review of the book, “The dangerous passion: Why jealousy is as 
necessary as love and sex.”] Human Ethology Bulletin, 17, 16-18.

Papers in Conference Proceedings

Komatsu, H., Fisher, M. L., Tanaka, N., Suzuki, A., Hashimoto, Y., Liu, G., & Chen, Y. 
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Fisher, M. L. (2025, November). An updated evolutionary analysis of romance fiction: 
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Fisher, M. L. (2011, February). An introduction to evolutionary psychology and gender. 
Department of Psychology, Dominican College, Orangeville, New York. 
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Cox, A., Zhao, L., & Fisher, M. L. (2006, March). Navigating codespace. First International 
Software Navigation and Analysis Workshop, Bellairs Research Institute, Barbados.

Fisher, M. L. (2005, November). Explorations into women’s intrasexual competition for 
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Universals 2005: Focus on Film and Print. Siegen, Germany. 
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Fisher, M. L., & MacLellan, A. (2026, April). Outshine, undermine, and conquer: A 
validated scale for intrasexual mating competition. NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA. (virtual)

Karthikeyan, S., Aung, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2026, April). Ethics versus physical 
attractiveness in men’s and women’s evaluations of potential mates and competitors. 
NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA.

Smith, A. R., Komatsu, H., Kubota, H., Nagai, Y., Asano, K., Burch, R. L., Fisher, M. L., 
Kennair, L. E. O., Salmon, C., Wade, T. J., & Widman, D. R. (2026, April). Familial 
nudging and emotional responses to climate change: Evidence from an open-ended 
emotional coding approach. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society Annual 
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Wade, T. J., Fisher, M. L., & Widman, D. R. (2026, April). Show me the money: Reactions to 
a partner’s commission of resource infidelity. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
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Burch, R., Komatsu, H., Kubota, H., Tanaka, N., Fisher, M. L., Rice, S., Salmon, C., Wade, 

T. J., & Widman, D. (2025, June). Trusting the untrustworthy: Comparison of “high 
dark triad” and rejected respondents in an online survey. NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, Atlantic City, USA.

Fisher, M. L. (2025, June). The role of women. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, Atlantic City, USA.

Kenny, K., Campbell, L., & Fisher, M. L. (2025, June). Straight ladies in the streets, 
bisexuals in the sheets? Exploring differences in fantasies, attitudes, and behaviors 
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USA.

Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., Kubota, H., Kimura, O., Koike, R., Ueno, T., Takaguchi, H., 
Murakami, K., & Fisher, M. L. (2025, June). Familial nudging for energy 
conservation: How information received at home can spill into workplace 
behavior. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Atlantic City, USA.

Komatsu, H., Kennair, L. E. O., Fisher, M. L., Zinck, M., Tanaka, N., & Takikawa, R. (2025, 
June). Messenger profiles rooted in mating efforts supercharge nudging effects to 
promote environmental protection. Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Atlantic 
City, USA.

Meredith, T. M., Fisher, M. L., & Audfroid, H. (2025, June). You and me in love: Analysis of 
cover text from best-selling romance novels. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
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Takikawa, R., Komatsu, H., & Fisher, M. L. (2025, May). Interaction effects of life history 
and the cue of resources on the receptiveness of new technologies. Human Behavior 
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Wade, T. J., Fisher, M. L., Goetz, A., & Kirkwood, M. (2025, June). Does it matter? The 
effect of a moustache on men’s perceived attractiveness and evolutionary 
fitness. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Atlantic City, USA.

Widman, D. R., Burch, R. L., & Fisher, M. L. (2025, June). Budgeted allocation of 
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women’s receptivity.  NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Manchester, 
NH.

Kruger, D., Kardum, I., Tetaz, M., Tifferet, S., & Fisher, M. L. (2008, July). Cross-cultural 
recognition of alternative male mating strategies.  biennial meeting of the 
International Society for Human Ethology, Bologna, Italy.

Kruger, D., Fisher, M. L., Cox, A., & Byker, D. (2008, June). The evolutionary psychology of 
consumer shopping experiences.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Kyoto, 
Japan.

2007
Cox, A., Fisher, M. L., Bennett, S., & Williams, L. (2007, November). Gender in relation to 

competition in the university classroom.  McGraw-Hill Ryerson National Teaching, 
Learning, and Technology Conference, Toronto, ON.

Cox, A. & Fisher, M. L. (2007, May). Same-sex groups in a mixed-sex classroom.  annual 
Dalhousie Conference on University Teaching and Learning, Halifax, NS. 

Cox, A., McGee, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2007, April). Family, friends, and lovers: An 
examination of reciprocal altruism.  inaugural meeting of the NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Society, New Paltz, NY.

Fessler, D., Haley, K., Asaridou, S., Cravalho, M., Delgado, T., Fisher, M. L., Frederick, D., 
Geraldo Perez, P., Goetz, C., Lew, K., Lucas, D., Rupp, B., Sun, D., & Voracek, M. 
(2007, May). Additional cross-cultural evidence for the role of foot size relative to 
stature in judgments of attractiveness and age.  Human Behavior and Evolution 
Society, Williamsburg, VA.

Fisher, M. L. & Cox, A. (2007, May). Evolutionary phenomena in contemporary romance 
literature.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Williamsburg, VA. 

Fisher, M. L., Hoben, A., Cox, A., Gray, M., Williams, L., & McGee, A. (2007, April). 
Androbivalence: Men don’t care.  inaugural meeting of the NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Society, New Paltz, NY.

Hoben, A., Gray, M., Williams, L., McGee, A., Cox, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2007, May). The 
impact of genetic relatedness on distress from infidelity.  Human Behavior and 
Evolution Society, Williamsburg, VA. 



Hoben, A., Gray, M., Williams, L., McGee, A., Cox, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2007, April). The 
impact of familial relationships on distress from infidelity.  inaugural meeting of the 
NorthEastern Evolutionary Society, New Paltz, NY.

2006
Cox, A., Fisher, M. L., Gray, M., Hoben, A., & Zhao, L. (2006, July). Representation as a 

factor influencing sex differences.  biennial meeting of the International Society for 
Human Ethology, Detroit, MI.

Cox, A., Zhao, L., & Fisher, M. L. (2006, June). Sex differences in abstract spatial cognition.  
Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Philadelphia, PA.

Cox, A. & Fisher, M. L. (2006, May). The impact of gender on evaluation and performance.  
McGraw-Hill Ryerson 27th National Teaching, Learning and Technology 
Conference, Halifax, NS.

Fisher, M. L., Cox, A., & Hoben, A. (2006, July). Exploring resource allocation using 
“Virtual Ethology.”  biennial meeting of the International Society for Human 
Ethology, Detroit, MI. 

Fisher, M. L., Gray, M., & Cox, A. (2006, June). Sex differences in mental rotation ability: 
The influence of varying levels of abstraction.  Human Behavior and Evolution 
Society, Philadelphia, PA. 

Gilin, D., Vulcano, B., & Fisher, M. L. (2006, May). Developing a teaching assistant training 
programme.  McGraw-Hill Ryerson 27th National Teaching, Learning and 
Technology Conference, Halifax, NS.

2005
Cox, A. & Fisher, M. L. (2005, June). Sex differences in query formation.  Human Behavior 

and Evolution Society, Austin, TX.

Fisher, M. L. & Clarke, A. (2005, June). Why women derogate the competition.  Human 
Behavior and Evolution Society, Austin, TX.

Gordon, F. & Fisher, M. L. (2005, June). Relationship status influences intrasexual 
competition.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Austin, TX.

Kruger, D. & Fisher, M. L. (2005, May). Males identify and respond appropriately to the 
mating strategies of other men.  Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 

Kruger, D. & Fisher, M. L. (2005, May). Women’s life history attributes predict intentions 
and behaviors in romantic relationships.  Midwestern Psychological Association, 
Chicago, IL. 

Noseworthy, L., Fisher, M. L., & DeBacker, C. (2005, June). Selective information sharing 
and intrasexual competition.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Austin, TX. 

Vartanian, O., Goel, V., Fisher, M. L., & Lam, E. (2005, September). Preference for 
paintings vs. faces.  Brain and Mind Forum, Helsingor, Denmark.

2004
Fisher, M. L. & Pavicic Granic, J. (2004, July). Male influences on female intrasexual 

competition.  biennial meeting of the International Society for Human Ethology, 
Ghent, Belgium.

Fisher, M. L. & MacDonald, S. (2004, July). A qualitative exploration of strategies for 
intrasexual competition.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Berlin, Germany. 



Goel, V., Fisher, M. L., Vartanian, O., & Lam, E. (2004, July). The rewarding nature of 
perceived facial attractiveness.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Berlin, 
Germany. 

Kruger, D., Fisher, M. L., & Jobling, I. (2004, July). Dads and cads: Alternative male mating 
strategies and female preferences for literary characters.  Human Behavior and 
Evolution Society, Berlin, Germany.

Kruger, D., Fisher, M. L., & Jobling, I. (2004, July). Dad and cad mating strategies in British 
romantic literature.  biennial meeting of the International Society for Human 
Ethology, Ghent, Belgium.

Kruger, D., Fisher, M. L., & Jobling, I. (2004, May). Dads and cads: Alternative mating 
strategies in British romantic literature.  annual Midwestern Psychological 
Association, Chicago, IL.

Lucas, T., Parkhill, M., Weisfeld, G., Fisher, M. L., & Voracek, M. (2004, May). Social 
influence and perceived nonpaternity in men and women: Can impression 
management inform evolution?  annual Midwestern Psychological Association, 
Chicago, IL. 

Pospisil, U., Fisher, M. L., Hofhansl, A., & Voracek, M. (2004, July). Spousal age differences 
and sex differences in life expectancy are confounders of matrilateral biases in kin 
investment.  Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Berlin, Germany.

2003
Cox, A. & Fisher, M. L. (2003, August). Investigation of regular expression-based pattern 

matching and creation.  American Psychological Association, Toronto, ON. 

Dupuis, R., Skinner, N., Fisher, M. L., & Hampson, W. (2003, June). Effective strategies for 
the teaching assistant. Workshop  the Canadian Psychological Association, 
Hamilton, ON. 

Fisher, M. L., Kruger, D., & Jobling, I. (2003, August). Women’s mating strategies and 
preferences of dads versus cads.  American Psychological Association, Toronto, ON. 

Fisher, M. L. (2003, June). Attractiveness, estrogen, and female intrasexual competition.  
Human Behaviour and Evolution Society, Lincoln, NE. 

Jobling, I., Kruger, D., & Fisher, M. L. (2003, June). Dads and cads: Alternative mating 
strategies and preferences for literary characters.  Human Behaviour and Evolution 
Society, Lincoln, NE.

Voracek, M., Fisher, M. L., & Marusic, A. (2003, September). Variation in European suicide 
rates by latitude and longitude.  annual Congress of the International Association for 
Suicide Prevention, Stockholm, Sweden.

2002
Fisher, M. L. & Voracek, M. (2002, August). An evolutionary investigation of the influence 

of menstrual phase on facial attractiveness judgements.  biennial meeting of the 
International Society for Human Ethology, Montreal, QC.

2001
Manfrini, B., Fisher, M. L., Stadlhuber, C., Preston-Leikauf, H., & Voracek, M. (2001, 

September). The cuckold is the last that knows it: Sex differences in subjective 
nonpaternity rates [in translation].  biennial meeting of the German Psychological 
Association, Leipzig, Germany.

2000



Fisher, M. L. (2000, July). The influence of the menstrual cycle on the perception of facial 
attractiveness.  Canadian Psychological Association, Ottawa, ON.

Fisher, M. L., MacKewn, A., & Czernochowski, D. (2000, June). Guilt and adultery: An 
adaptionist perspective.  Human Behaviour and Evolution Society, Amherst, MA.

Silverman, I., Tombs, S., & Fisher, M. L. (2000, June). Pupillometry: A sexual selection 
approach.  Human Behaviour and Evolution Society, Amherst, MA.

1999
Silverman, I., Choi, J., MacKewn, A., Moro, J., Olshansky, E., & Fisher, M. L. (1999, June). 

The hunter-gatherer theory of spatial sex differences: A naturalistic study.  Human 
Behaviour and Evolution Society, Salt Lake City, UT.

Conference Posters (Refereed by Abstract)

2026

Thorne, F., Figueroa, O., Valenzuela, N., Aldunate, N., Ramírez, S., Muñoz Reyes, J. A., 
Polo, P., Kenny, K., Marshall, G., Minnis, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2026, April). Kindness as 
competition: Exploring women’s altruistic strategies for social advantage. NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA. (virtual)

2025
Fisher, M. L. & Wade, T. J. (2025, October). Sweet dreams are made of this: Women’s 

perspectives on sugar daddies and preferred characteristics. Canadian Sex 
Research Forum, Vancouver, Canada.

2024
Aarons, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). Understanding sex differences in homicide: An 

evolutionary approach. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Niagara 
Falls, USA. 

Aylward, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). Beyond male perpetrators: A comprehensive 
study on female sexual violence in queer relationships. NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, Niagara Falls, USA. 

Carruthers, M., Thorne, F., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). Beyond damsels and heroes: A 
media analysis of rescuers in movies and gender dynamics in rescue scenes. 
NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Niagara Falls, USA.

Dyer, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, May). Embrace the romance: Evolutionary insights into the 
success of Hallmark Channel. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Aarhus, 
Denmark.

Dyer, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). Picturing romance: An evolutionary exploration of 
Hallmark Channel movie posters. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Niagara Falls, USA. 

Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). An evolutionary psychology perspective on co-wife aggression 
and competition. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Niagara Falls, 
USA. 

Fisher, M. L., Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., & Zinck, M. (2024, May). Green crusaders 
unmasked: How the right messenger profiles can supercharge familial nudging in 



the realm of carbon recycling. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Aarhus, 
Denmark.

Fisher, M. L. (2024, July). Investigations into co-wife aggression and competition across 
cultures. The International Society for Human Ethology, Arcata, USA.

Kenny, K., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). Crimson connections: Embarrassment, the 
unassuming matchmaker. NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Niagara 
Falls, USA

Komatsu, H., Fisher, M. L., Tanaka, N., Suzuki, A., Hashimoto, Y., Liu, G., & Chen, Y. (2024, 
May). Let’s talk and befriend: Evolutionary dynamics of divided societies caused by 
signaled personality. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Aarhus, Denmark.

Komatsu, H., Fisher, M. L., Tanaka, N., & Zinck, M. (2024, July). Boosting nudging effects 
by messenger impression to promote carbon recycling technologies. The 
International Society for Human Ethology, Arcata, USA.

Komatsu., H., Kubota, H., Tanaka, N., Rice, S., Kennair, L. E. O., Burch, R., Fisher, M. L., 
Salmon, C., Wade, T. J., & Widman, D. (2024, April). Decoding population decline: A 
comparative study on the influence of familial support perceptions. NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, Niagara Falls, USA. 

Rodrigues, D., & Fisher, M. L. (2024, April). Navigating the path to crime: A scoping 
review of economic and evolutionary influences on young males. NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, Niagara Falls, USA.

Widman, D., Fisher, M. L., & Burch, R. (2024, April). The effect of age on delay discounting 
following priming of intrasexual mating competition. NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, Niagara Falls, USA.

2023
Burch, R., Komatsu, H., Kubota, H., Tanaka, N., Fisher, M. L., Rice, S., Salmon, C., Wade, 

T. J., & Widman, D. (2023, April). The darkest 1%: A profile of the top dark triad 
scorers in three countries. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New 
Paltz, New York.

Fisher, M. L., Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., & Zinck, M. (2023, June). Pro-environmentalism 
and perceived interpersonal qualities. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, 
Palm Springs, USA.

Fisher, M. L., Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., & Zinck, M. (2023, April). Love the planet and love 
me, too: How pro-environmentalism influences mate preference. The NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, New York.

Fisher, M. L., Wade, T. J., Rice, S., Komatsu, H., Kubota, H., Tanaka, N., Burch, R., Salmon, 
C., & Widman, D. (2023, April). I (might) have your back: Adult attachment and 
friendship quality. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, 
New York.

Forrest, L., Aylward, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, April). Young female syndrome: An analysis 
of female criminality in relation to age. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, New Paltz, New York.

Hardie, R., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, April). Intrasexual competition among women and its 
impact on mood. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, 
New York.



Hyland, A., Hardie, R., Woods, K., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, April). Why women wear yoga 
pants and how men perceive them. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, New Paltz, New York.

Jackson, S., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, April). What women display when seeking short vs. long-
term mates during online dating. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, New Paltz, New York.

Kenny, K. & Fisher, M (2023, October). Love in the same lane: Exploring the dynamics of 
women’s same-sex mating strategies. The Canadian Sex Research Forum, Montréal, 
Quebec.

Kenny, K., Zink Yi, M., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, April). Oh, that’s so cringy! Exploring roots of  
embarrassment. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, 
New York.

Komatsu, H., Wade, T. J., Fisher, M. L., Kubota, H., Tanaka, N., Burch, R., Salmon, C., & 
Widman, D. (2023, June). How many? The Big 5 and the number of children across 3 
cultures. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Palm Springs, USA.

Komatsu, H., Fisher, M. L., Tanaka, N., Suzuki, A., Hashimoto, Y., Liu, G., & Chen, Y. (2023, 
June). Do I know who I really am? How meta-perceptions of (dis)similarities in 
personality affect mate choice. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Palm 
Springs, USA.

Liu, G., Chen, Y., Komatsu, H., Fisher, M. L., Tanaka, N., Hashimoto, Y., & Suzuki, A. (2023, 
June). A single agent-based model for the coevolution between personality and 
wealth. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Palm Springs, USA.

Rodrigues, D., Fisher, M. L., & Sokol, R. (2023, April). I love them, I love them not: 
Reasons for keeping items from an ex-lover. The NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, New Paltz, New York.

Savoie, J., Fisher, M. L., & Zinck, M. (2023, April). Examining sex differences in self-
reported infidelity-related thoughts during sexual activity. The NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, New York.

Wade, T. J., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, June). Flirty and afraid? Pathogen disgust and the 5 
flirting styles. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Palm Springs, USA.

Wade, T. J., Fisher, M. L., Rice, S., Komatsu, H., Tanaka, N., Burch, R., Salmon, C., & 
Widman, D. (2023, April). How many? The Big-5 and the number of children across 
3 cultures. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, New 
York.

Woods, K., Forrest, L., Hardie, R., Hyland, A., Jackson, S., Rodrigues, D., & Fisher, M. L. 
(2023, April). Door holding behaviour as a male mating signal. The NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, New York.

Zinck, M., Savoie, J., Woods, K., Cormier, B., & Fisher, M. L. (2023, April). Telling “tall 
tales” on Tattlelife: An examination of reputational aggression toward influencers. 
The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, New York.

2022
Fisher, M. L., & Wade, T. J. (2022, April). Smart sugar babies: Young women maximizing 

their worth on the mating market. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, Pittsburgh/Virtual.



Giddens, N., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). Female-specific mating interests as revealed by 
Wattpad romance novels. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Pittsburgh/Virtual.

LeBlanc, L., Hyland, A., Savoie, J., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). Men’s short-term and long-
term mating strategies on Tinder and Hinge. The NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Link, J., Savoie, J., Zinck, M., Conrod, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). “Wickedly 
entertaining and completely unverifiable”: Derogations of women’s sexuality on The 
Dirty. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Link, J., Zinck, M., Savoie, J., Conrod, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, July). Sexual derogations of 
women on the online gossip website, The Dirty. The International Society for Human 
Ethology, Wurzburg, Germany. 

Pope, S., Savoie, J., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). Sex differences in the lies lovers tell. The 
NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Savoie, J., Hyland, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). Sex differences in behaviours of 
spouses who cheat. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Savoie, J., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, July). Self-reported infidelity: Sex differences in cheating 
behaviours. The International Society for Human Ethology, Wurzburg, Germany. 

Staley, M., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). I don’t need a man: Female empowerment as 
portrayed in songs. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Vanartsdalen, J., Wade, T. J., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). Split decisions: The influence of 
fertility and relationship status on mate expulsion decisions. The NorthEastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Zinck, M., Link, J., Savoie, J., Conrod, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, April). Be warned! She’s a 
gold-digger, bad mom, drug-using sloot: Women’s rivalry gets “Dirty”. The 
NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Pittsburgh/Virtual.

Zinck, M., Savoie, J., Link, J., Conrod, A., & Fisher, M. L. (2022, July). Derogations of 
mothering qualities and personality: Intrasexual competition and the content of 
women’s gossip. The International Society for Human Ethology, Wurzburg, 
Germany. 

2019
Fisher, M. L. & Meredith, T. (2019, June). A temporal analysis of cover art on Harlequin 

romance novels. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Fisher, M. L., Fernández, A. & Oberzaucher, E. (2019, June). Have you seen the Maleficent 
effect?  The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, Massachusetts.

Grant, A., Fisher, M. L., Fernández, A., Figueroa, O., Acedo-Carmona, C., & MacEachern-
Fee, P. (2019, June). Individual differences in understanding the mating strategies 
of Sex and the City characters. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Boston, Massachusetts.

MacEacheron, M., Fisher, M. L., Tiller, A., MacCallum, H., & Luszawski, C. (2019, June). 
Mothers in music: Exploratory evolutionary thematic analysis of songs including 
“mother.”  The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 



MacEacheron, M., Fisher, M. L., & Salmon, C. (2019, February). What Is a “motherfucker” 
and why are some people/things described as such?  The Society of Personality and 
Social Psychology, Portland, Oregon.

Acedo-Carmona, C., Grant, A., Fisher, M. L., Fernández, A., Figueroa, O., MacEachern-Fee, 
P., & Kocum, L. (2019, June). Women’s trust and cooperation with Sex and the City 
characters. The Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, Massachusetts.

2018
Blanchard, A. E., De Backer, C., Samu, F., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, September). My life as a 

paparazzo: An evolutionary approach to the visual collection of celebrity gossip to 
increase believability. The International Society for Human Ethology, Santiago, 
Chile.

Bourgeois, C., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, September). More bro’s, more woes? A look at the 
prevalence of male coalitions in crimes of robbery. The International Society for 
Human Ethology, Santiago, Chile. 

Burch, R., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, April). The naturalistic phallusy: The use of evolution to 
justify treatment of women. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
New Paltz, NY. 

Figueroa Valdebenito, O., Acedo Carmona, C., Fernández, A. M., Fisher, M. L., Grant, A., & 
MacEachern Fee, P. (2018, September). True love and other options: Sociosexuality 
and attachment in Sex and The City. The International Society for Human Ethology, 
Santiago, Chile.

Fisher, M. L., MacEacheron, M., & Salmon, C. (2018, April). An evolutionary analysis of 
“motherfuckers”: It’s about more than just incest. The NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, New Paltz, NY.

Hill, T., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, April). Intrasexual competition and mothers: Perception of 
those who derogate their rivals and self promote. The NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, New Paltz, NY. 

Hunter, H., Hill, T., Bourgeois, C., Horn, D., Redmond, K., Reid, G., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, 
April). Hi, my name is wealthy: Women’s dating behaviours in relation to the 
perceived wealth of perspective mates. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, New Paltz, NY.

Reid, G. L., Bourgeois, C., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, September). The five finger fitness: 
Shoplifting as a reproductive strategy for increasing mate. The International Society 
for Human Ethology, Santiago, Chile.

Salmon, C., & Fisher, M. L. (2018, April). Evolutionary approaches: Short-term mating, 
porn preferences, and infidelity. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
New Paltz, NY.

2017
Bourgeois, C., & Fisher, M. L. (2017, June). More bro’s, more woes? A look at the 

prevalence of coalitions in crimes of robbery. The NorthEastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, Binghamton, NY. Winner of best student poster presentation.

Caron, E. & Fisher, M. L. (2017, June). Societal perceptions of male and female athletes. 
The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Binghamton, New York. Winner 
of best student poster presentation for the Feminist Evolutionary Psychology 
Society (tie).



Grant, A., Fisher, M. L., Fernandez, A., Acedo, C., MacEachern, P., & Radtke, S. (2017, 
June). True love and other options: Four female mating strategies in Sex and the 
City. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Binghamton, New York. 
Winner of best student poster presentation for the Feminist Evolutionary 
Psychology Society (tie).

Hallam, L., De Backer, C., Fisher, M. L., Fernandez, A., Walrave, M. (2017, June). Sex-apps 
are not just for men: Sociosexual orientation and not sex differences explain 
different online dating motives. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Binghamton, New York.

Horn, D., Fisher, M. L., & Figueroa, O. (2017, June). Sex differences in sidewalk position 
selection in mixed-sex couples. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Binghamton, New York.

Hunter, H., Fisher, M. L., & De Backer, C. (2017, June). Evaluation of women’s physical 
attractiveness based on food selection. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology 
Society, Binghamton, New York.

Naqangashe, N., De Backer, C., Dare, J., Coall, D., & Fisher, M. L. (2017, June). Grandma’s 
Recipes: Looking at the family transfer of food literacy skills from grandmothers to 
grandchildren. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Binghamton, 
New York.

Vandewater, L. & Fisher, M. L. (June 2017). Expanded perspectives on the enhancement of 
self-perceived mate value. The NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Binghamton, New York. 

Wyckoff, J., & Fisher, M. L. (2017, January). What makes a frenemy?: Two pathways to 
frenemy formation and maintenance. The Evolutionary Psychology Preconference, 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.

2016
Clahane, E., & Fisher, M. L. (2016, July). Effects of anxiety on mate value. The Human 

Behavior and Evolution Society, Vancouver, BC. 

Cormier, B. T., & Fisher, M. L. (2016, March). Think before you compete: Investigating of 
the relationship between intrasexual competition and mating intelligence. 14th 
Annual Crossroads Interdisciplinary Health Research Conference, Halifax, NS.

Cormier, B., Langille, L., Daley, S., Roddi, J., Blanchard, J, & Fisher, M. L. (2016, June). Is 
this stall taken? Territoriality in womens’ bathroom behavior. The NorthEastern 
Evolution Society, Halifax, NS. Winner of best student poster award.

Cormier, B., Langille, L., Daley, S., Roddi, J., Blanchard, J, & Fisher, M. L. (2016, August). 
Does territoriality in women’s bathroom behaviour vary by population?  The 
International Society of Human Ethology, Stirling, Scotland. 

Daley, S., & Fisher, M. L. (2016, June). A qualitative examination of how mothers compete. 
The NorthEastern Evolution Society, Halifax, NS.

Langille, L., Cormier, B., Daley, S., Roddi, J., Blanchard, J., & Fisher, M. L. (2016, June). 
Dropping behavior as influenced by sex and intimacy of item. The NorthEastern 
Evolution Society, Halifax, NS.

Looman Mafra, A., Castro, F., Lopes, F., & Fisher, M. L. (2016, June). Romantic partners’ 
age preference in Brazilian and Canadians of different educational levels: Is it 
always the same?  The NorthEastern Evolution Society, Halifax, NS.



Widman, D., Fisher, M. L., Wolf, V., Bennetti, M., Cahn, T., Cockcroft, D., Hadall, S., Wolfe, 
E., & McCann, J. (2016, June). Tracking the gaze of women looking at nude images 
of a woman hypothetically competing for their mates. The NorthEastern Evolution 
Society, Halifax, NS.

2015
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